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September - October 2021
Dear Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve!
As always, I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved ones well. As we gradually resume some
of our Friends activities, we look forward to an eventual and joyous return to normal!
Our first event of the fall will be an Art Reception on Sunday September 12 for local artist,
Jeff Nabors. (See article page 4). We are so looking forward to re-opening our Art Gallery in
the auditorium with his beautiful landscape paintings, many of which depict areas of Brooker
Creek Preserve itself. If you’re interested, we’d love to have you as one of our Gallery-Sitters, so
that the auditorium can be kept open for visitors on the weekends.
We were dismayed, but being cautious, in canceling this fall’s Wildflower Festival, which is
generally held the first Saturday in October. But we are happy to announce that we will hold a
Native Plant Sale on October 2 from
9 am to 2 pm in the parking lot area.
Upcoming Friends Events
This will be a great opportunity to
purchase Florida native plants for your
yard and to get advice from experts who
Sep. 12 Gallery Reception: Jeff Nabors (p. 4)
will be on site!
Sep. 25 Wildflower Garden Work Day (p. 9)
Please see the list to the right for other
Friends events happening this fall! We
can’t wait to see you!
On behalf of the FOBCP leadership team,
I wish you all good health! As always, I
am open to your thoughts and ideas. Feel
free to contact me.
info@FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.
org or 727-934-2680.

Sep. 26 Off the Beaten Path Hike: In Search
of Catesby’s Lily (p. 6)
(Registration required)
Oct. 2

Native Plant Sale

Oct. 16

Return the Preserve Work Day (p. 7)

Oct. 30 Night Hikes (also Nov. 20, Dec. 11)
(Registration required)
Oct. 30 Wildflower Garden Work Day p. 9)
Nov. 13 Music in the Woods (p. 8)

Cathie
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Entrance Planting
By Craig Huegel
If you had driven or biked into
Brooker Creek Preserve this past
Saturday morning (August 14), you
would have seen a lot of activity in
the area around the large oak at the
entrance circle. Members of the
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve
were busy planting native wildflowers
and grasses to augment the ones
planted in this area the previous year.
The Friends support a great many
programs and initiatives at the Preserve and this area is one that staff had wanted to improve
upon. Before we got involved, this very visible area was mostly open soil and weeds. It most
certainly did little to “welcome” visitors to the beauty of the Preserve itself. The original
plantings mostly survived, but the plants have not spread and there remained significant open gaps
between them. The plantings we made this past Saturday
seek to rectify that. The Friends Board of Directors
authorized a significant budget to purchase
wildflowers and native grasses that would both
fill many of the existing gaps and to freely
reseed and spread in future years. Cathy
Vogelsong and Alexa Wilcox Huegel volunteered
their trucks the day before the planting to pick
up the more-than 200 1-gallon plants from
Sweetbay Nursery in Parrish and deliver them
to the site early Saturday morning.
The weather was perfect for planting. The
heavy rains preceding this day made the soil
moist and easy to plant in while tropical storm
Fred sneaking up the coast ensured that our new
plants would be watered well after they were
installed. Of course, it was still Florida in the
summer and the morning sun and humidity did its
best to sap a good deal of our energy.
The completed planting, looking south from the
entrance.
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Thankfully, we had an ample supply of volunteers to dig holes and plant. What began at 8 am was
all finished up just after 10 o’clock. It was an exercise of efficiency.
If you enter the Preserve now (and you should), please pass by the entrance planting just a bit
slower than you might have to appreciate our efforts. You will see more flowers and native
grasses and over the years this area should fill in even more, providing color and habitat for native
pollinators and other wildlife. You also may be asked to help us weed it a bit until everything we
planted settles in. Thanks to these many volunteers that helped with this planting: Cathy
Vogelsong, Alexa Wilcox Huegel, Cathie Foster, Evan Earle, Pam Brown, Lisa Hoefler-Boing, Julie
Wade, and Craig Huegel.

Martin Schachter, long-time Brooker Creek
Preserve volunteer, Friends of BCP member, and
former FOBCP Board Member generously donated
funds to the Friends for the taxidermy of this
alligator specimen. It has taken some time to come
to fruition, but the gator is here and on display in
the Exhibit Hall. Many thanks, Martin, for your
generosity!

Nature Store News
Another new Nature Store Volunteer! The Friends welcomes
yet another new Nature Store volunteer into the fold –
Kathleen Davies, who also volunteers at the reception desk.
Kathleen comes to us from Missouri and, as she says, she and
her family are “learning how to be Floridians every day”. I
love that sentiment!
Honey Sale! Did you know that our Bee Haven honey is on sale!
Prices are reduced by $1 on one-pound jars and $2 on two pound jars.
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AUDITORIUM GALLERY
by Lynn Whitelaw
While the 2021-22 Auditorium Gallery Exhibition Schedule has not yet been finalized, we envision
some great future opportunities once we can better plan. Two great exhibitions are coming up,
though: Jeff Nabors:
Paintings and Drawings (see below) and
Joseph Weinzettle:
Paintings and Drawings by Joseph Weinzettle scheduled
to open in January. We were in negotiations for a major exhibit from the
that would have required grant funding, but that exhibition is still on hold.
Another initiative was to invite the Tampa Bay area
to exhibit
Brooker Creek inspired prints in 2022, but those talks are also still on-going.
We do hope to organize in the Spring the
,
followed by an exhibit and awards program. Please note that Friends of Brooker Creek is again
sponsoring a Brooker Creek award for the
program hosted by
the Tarpon Springs Art Association, Oct. 11-22, 2021. We also hope to bring back the FOBCP
Members’ Photography Show next summer - so start getting out your cameras to document the
beauty of the Preserve as only we often can capture it.
LAST CHANGE TO VIEW IN THE GALLERY, Through Sept. 5, 2021
VICTORIA BLOCK:
Drawings + Prints + Paintings

UPCOMING EXHIBITION, Sept. 12, 2021 – Jan. 5, 2022
JEFF NABORS:
Paintings and Drawings

OPENING RECEPTION: Sunday, Sept. 12, 1-3 PM
(refreshments + entertainment + short program)
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve is honored to present the art of Jeff Nabors:
as our first exhibition of the 2021-22 Auditorium Gallery season.
Artist Jeff Nabors is a new resident to Florida having moved here from Ohio last year. With a
bachelor’s degree in fine art from Ohio University, Jeff has over the past 35 years been a
passionate practicing artist with numerous regional exhibitions and is included in many private art
collections in the United States, Canada, France, and England.

4

, June 2021
Oil on canvas, 48 in. x 48 in.

- Jeff Nabors
Jeff’s signature narrative landscape paintings are in a
contemporary expressionist style that incorporates
historical turn-of-the-last-century references to art
movements of post-impressionism, pointillism, and
expressionism. Jeff has explored a variety of media in his art: printmaking, ceramics, digital
photography, and drawing, but painting his is first choice of personal expression. With a generous
application of paint applied to the canvas in short expressive strokes, he creates “a sculpted-like
feel highly activated with bright contrasting color that add depth and richness to the image.” This
informs Jeff’s belief in an art that is “tangible, tactile, bold and kinetic.”
Over the years, Jeff had visited Brooker Creek Preserve often during semi-annual trips to the
area to visit family and friends, but since moving here he has returned to the Preserve to create a
body of drawings and paintings. For this exhibition, Jeff’s drawings reflect his immediacy with
the natural environment, while the paintings, done in his studio at the Arts Warehouse District in
St. Petersburg, reflect his narrative expression for experience over realism.

Gallery Sitters Needed
The Auditorium Gallery is open 11 am to 4 pm on Saturdays and 1 – 4 pm on Sundays.
This represents 3 three-hour time slots when Gallery Sitters are needed to welcome visitors
and introduce them to the Auditorium Gallery exhibition. It provides a great opportunity to
meet families and nature lovers and to answer questions about the Preserve, promote the
Friends of Brooker Preserve, and educate about the opportunities of the Brooker Creek
Environmental Education Center. Best of all it is a peaceful three-hour commitment where
you can commune with nature through the windows of the Auditorium and connect with the
amazing art of Jeff Nabors. Please consider volunteering: (727) 934-2680. Thank you!
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2020 OFF THE BEATEN PATH
A nature-based fundraising hike series
Description: This series of four hikes will take place in
beautiful areas tucked away within Brooker Creek
Preserve in sites that are closed to the public. Our
guide, Dr. Craig Huegel (SPC Biology Professor), can
identify everything, from the tiniest moss to the tallest
tree including animal prints, bird calls, lichens, and
more. He is full of stories and very patient in answering
questions. The hikes will be educational, and a lot of
fun as well! The hikes will begin at 9:00 a.m. and be
about 3-4 hours long. Bring water and lunch.
Cost: $80 donation for the series of four hikes or $25
donation per hike with a 10% discount for members of
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve

*

Sept. 26, 2021 – In Search of Catesby’s Lily – Located in the eastern part of the preserve,
we will search for the threatened Catesby’s Lily. In so doing, we will see a profusion of
beautiful fall wildflowers in full bloom.
Dec. 12, 2021 - Cypress Swamp Stomp – Located in the central part of the
Preserve, this site features orchids, ferns, and epiphytes. Plan to get wet, or
maybe not get wet, as we plunge into the depths of the swamp!
March 20, 2022 – Sandhill Scramble – The only true sandhills of Brooker Creek Preserve.
This site is in the northern end of the preserve and will feature an abundance of spring
wildflowers.
July 17, 2022 – Interior Wildlands – We will be in
parts of the Preserve so remote that cell phones
won’t work, areas so pretty you won’t believe you
are in Pinellas County!
Reservations Required:
Sign up early! Only 20 spots are open for these
fabulous hikes off the beaten path! Questions? To
register, call 727-934-2680 or email
info@friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org
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Return The Preserve Work Day Returns
By Evan Earle, Jr.
On Saturday, July 17th, volunteers met to conduct our
first Friends Of Brooker Creek Preserve (FOBCP)
Return The Preserve (RTP) Work Day in over a year! It
was so nice to see people face to face and to get our RTP
Work Days rolling again. This wonderful group braved
hot weather and wet shoes to remove overcrowded pine
saplings for the Entrance/Exit loop area. We also
removed several smaller pine trees that had been
identified by the Preserve Staff. The goal is help this
area return to a more natural setting healthy stands of
pine trees. Hundreds of pine saplings
(and a dozen or so pairs of wet shoes)
later, the area is looking better than
ever!
Thank you volunteers! It is your hard
work that is making a difference as we
focus on returning the Preserve to its
natural environments.
Our next RTP Work Day will be on
Saturday, October 16. We would
love to see you there.
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Music in the Woods: The 2PM Band
Sat. Nov. 13, 3:00 pm
Music in the Woods series is back! Our first event will
be outdoors at the music pavilion on Saturday,
November 13, at 3:00 pm. The 2PM Band will be
performing. Please bring a chair and sit and enjoy music
in the woods!

“The 2PM Band” is Pete Price, Pete
Hennings, and Mike Jurgensen, a trio of
talented musicians who blend their varied
musical talents into an eclectic mix of
material, from original songs, to obscure
covers, to well-known standards. With Price
on guitar and bass, Hennings on guitar, bass,
mandolin, and violin, and Jurgensen on guitar and harmonica, these three performers combine tight
instrumentation with pristine vocal harmonies to delight audiences of all musical tastes. "2PM" has
released three CDs: “Keepin’ Time”, "Let's Just Play One More", and their most recent, “Writing
on the Wall”, released in 2017. The band will be releasing its fourth recording project in 2021.

Friends of Brooker Creek
Preserve Readers Club
By: Jon Burr
Delta Blues. Out of an abundance of
caution, Kathleen and Karl and I decided to postpone the restarting of the Reader’s Club. While I
am loathe to take anecdotal information as statistically meaningful, way too many of my
acquaintances reported Covid infections, either to themselves or someone close to them: all of
which, I think, were to previously vaccinated persons. While the infections were not as
debilitating, none the less, the chance to spread this amazing ‘plague’ makes me doubly cautious.
We will continue with the planned books,
and
when we finally meet
again. We will try and notify you of any changes to this. We are continuing to evaluate a number
of selections all of which I personally can’t wait to be sharing comments about with our Clubmates.
Of course your suggestions are always so welcome. Stay safe. Remote hugs to all.
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News from the Wildflower Garden
By Pam Brown
The volunteer time for the Wildflower Garden is back up and
active. We meet on the last Saturday of each month (January
through October). We meet from 8:00 to 10:00 am April
through October and 9:00 – 11:00 am January through March.
Registration is required and space is limited to five volunteers
(adults and children aged 10 and over) due to the size and
fragility of the garden.
The garden is lush with growth and flowers this time of year. Coreopsis, Partridge Pea and
Rosinweed are blooming a cheerful yellow. The fall blooming Blazing Star seem to be sending up
their bloom stalks earlier this year possibly since we have had so much rain.
We are not having our annual Wildflower Festival this year, but if you are looking for wildflowers
to plant in your garden, we are having a Native Plant Sale on October 2nd.
If you can help in the garden, our next workday is September 25. Please contact Pam for questions
and to register at: pamperedgardeners@gmail.com. Bring your hat, gloves, sunscreen, insect spray,
tools and wear closed toed shoes and join us for some gardening fun. We will provide light snacks.
We would love to see you there!

Pam’s Tip - Living with Alligators
Many of us live near Brooker Creek Preserve, other conservation areas or any of the numerous
lakes, ponds and canals. These provide the habitat necessary for alligators to thrive. Since they
are an important part of these ecosystems, it is important for us to understand how to live with
them. Alligators are protected as a ‘Species of Special Concern’ in Florida, however, they can be
harvested legally under proper licenses and permits issued by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC).
Do Not Feed Alligators! It is illegal to feed, harass, or handle alligators in Florida.
Normally, alligators avoid humans but alligators that have been fed by humans will move toward
humans when they see them and can become aggressive. Feeding them causes them to become
acclimated to humans which can create a very dangerous animal. When this happens, these
alligators have to be removed and killed. If you are a fisherman, do not throw the waste from
cleaning fish into the water or wetlands as this is an indirect way of feeding alligators. If you are
caught feeding an alligator, you face up to $500 in fines and/or 60 days in jail.
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Keep children and pets away from the
water's edge wherever alligators are likely
to be present. Do not allow dogs or children
to swim or explore along the bank of waters
that are known to have alligators because
they can look like prey. Alligators seem to
choose prey by the size of the animal. There
are far more alligator attacks on pets than
on humans. Alligators feed primarily at dusk
and during the night. They lie motionless and
wait for prey to come close and then strike.
They are remarkably fast in the water as
well as on land.
FWC defines a nuisance alligator as one that is at least four feet long and is believed to pose a
threat to people, pets or property. They receive an average of nearly 16,000 alligator-related
complaints per year. Most of these complaints deal with alligators occurring in places such as
backyard ponds, canals, ditches and streams but alligators also wander into garages, swimming
pools and golf course ponds. Sometimes, alligators come out of the water to bask in the sun or
move between wetlands. In many cases, if left alone, these alligators will eventually move on to
areas away from people. However, if you encounter any alligator that you believe poses a threat
to people, pets or property, call the FWC Nuisance Alligator Hotline at 866-392-4286. FWC
will assign one of the licensed wildlife trappers to remove it. Please be aware, nuisance alligators
are killed, not relocated.
Alligators of less than four feet in length are not large enough to be dangerous unless handled.
Their diet consists of fish, frogs and other small animals. They are typically not large enough to
be a threat even to small pets. The mere presence of a small alligator is not cause for concern
unless humans have been feeding it.
Mating season for alligators is from mid April through May. Once mating occurs the female will
build a nest and lay eggs. The nest is constructed by mounding up vegetation, sticks, leaves, and
mud in a sheltered spot in or near water. Stay clear of any area that appears to have a nest. The
eggs incubate for 65 days. Once the hatchlings emerge from the eggs in August or September,
they stay around the mother gator and often stay near the nest site for a couple of years. If you
see baby alligators, you can be sure that the mother is close by. If you see an alligator and/or
hatchlings and want to take pictures, keep a good distance away. Mother gators are very
protective of their young.
For more detailed information about living with alligators. Please see these two Internet sites:
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Volunteer News

Education Center Updates & More
By Julia Myers, Education Support
Specialist, Brooker Creek Preserve

Webinars on Demand: Don’t forget to check out our recently added webinars on our YouTube
playlist! You can find them here: https://bit.ly/bcpwebinarsplaylist

New Episodes: Have you listened to Lara’s new nature podcast yet? This is a great way to learn
about Florida nature on-the-go! The episodes are only 15-20 minutes long, with new episodes added
each month. Learn more at www.naturallyfloridapodcast.com

New Audio Tour Signs: Have you seen them on the Ed
Center Trail and Bird Path?! The audio tour is a great way
to add some interpretive information to a self-guided walk
for both individuals and groups. Look for the audio tour
signs with a QR code at designated stops along the trail.
Most phones will read a QR code in camera mode, if this
does not work you may need to install a QR code reader
app designed for your phone.

Guided Hikes: Some of our guided hikes
have resumed and we are so grateful for our
amazing hike guide volunteers! Even during
the absolute hottest times of the year, they
continue to provide incredible environmental
interpretation to our visitors. We look
forward to bringing more hikes back in the
fall!
Hiking Trails are open every day from 7:00
am until posted time, usually one hour before
sunset.

Barb leading the bird hike!
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Adopt-A-Drain: Lara has launched a pilot program designed to reduce the amount of pollutants
reaching our waterways! Adopt-A-Drain partners with residents to increase the functionality of
area storm drains to ensure they are free of litter and debris. Learn all about the program here:
http://www.pinellascounty.org/environmental/adopt-a-drain.htm

Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center full calendar of classes at the BCP
Environmental Education Center.
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Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve - Mission
Statement: The mission of the Friends of
Brooker Creek Preserve is to provide public
support for the Preserve through fund raising,
volunteer programs, and education to ensure that
the Preserve remains a natural wilderness for
future generations.
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve – Land Use
Position Statement: The Friends of Brooker
Creek Preserve support land uses within the
boundaries of Brooker Creek Preserve which
have a main purpose that furthers the
preservation, conservation, restoration or
protection of the land and resources of the
Brooker Creek Preserve.

Pinellas County PCR Mission statement:
The mission of the Parks and Conservation
Resources Department is to maintain and
protect the inherent value of the County’s
natural, cultural and recreational resources
through sustainable access, education, and
stewardship that enhance quality of life for
our community and future generations.

Board of Directors

Officers
Chair: Cathie Foster
Vice Chair: Robert Burkard
Secretary: Kathleen Nichter
Treasurer: Jane Myers
Business Director: Barb Hoffman
Directors:
Pam Brown: Wildflower Garden
Robert Burkard: Beekeeping
Allyn Childress: Grants
Evan Earle, Jr.: Return the Preserve Work
Days
Cathie Foster: Fall Wildflower Festival/
Wildlife Safari
Barbara Hoffman: Membership/
Owl-O-Ween
Walt Hoskins: Guiding Documents
Dr. Craig Huegel: Land Use/Newsletter
Editor/Off-the-Beaten-Path Hikes
Jane Myers: Music Events
Kathleen Nichter: Nature Store Bookkeeper/ Readers Club
Chuck Parsons: 4th Grade Coordination
Ray Poynor: Craftsman
Barbara Schultz: Publicity
Cathy Vogelsong: Newsletter Publisher
Julie Wade: Communications/Outreach
Mark Yeager: Night Hikes/Star Party

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve:
www.FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
Email:
info@FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
Voicemail: (727) 934-2680
Brooker Creek Preserve:
Phone: (727) 453-6900
Website: www.brookercreekpreserve.org
Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center is located at 3940
Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, Florida,
34688. Phone: (727) 453-6800
Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am - 4pm, Sun.,
11am - 4pm.
Friends Nature Store is located in the
Education Center. Hours: Thurs. - Sat.
9am - 4pm, Sun., 11am - 4pm.
Preserve Hiking Trails open 7 days a
week, 7:00am to 30 minutes before sunset. Closed the day after Thanksgiving
and Dec. 25.
Horse Trails open 7 days a week, all year,
sunrise to sunset.

Further Leadership
Jon Burr: Readers Club
Sandra Miraglia: Nature Store Committee
Jeff Myers: Financial Manager
Cathy Ordiway: Website Master
Lynn Whitelaw: Art Gallery Curator

This newsletter is published every
other month. Please submit articles to
News-letter Editor Dr. Craig Huegel (727)
422-6583 or email Huegelc55@aol.com

Registration Info: FEID #59-3302182 tax-exempt, non-profit corporation
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (1-800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NUMBER CH. 16077
15

