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May - June 2022

Upcoming Events
May 7

Readers Club

May 28 Wildflower Garden Work Day
June 4

Readers Club

June 5

Beekeeping Club

June 25 Wildflower Garden Work Day
June 26 Beekeeping Club
July 17

Off the Beaten Path Hike:
Interior Wildlands

Artists Jane Myers and Jana
Withers on the boardwalk creating
their plein air magic. (See page 3)
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Friends Outreach,

By Julie Wade

Evan Earle and Julie Wade, volunteers, Board Members, and Friends of Brooker Creek, recently
provided Brooker Creek Preserve information and materials to our nearby neighbors. Evan shared
an informational program to the Tarpon Springs Democratic Club at a meeting highlighting
sustainability issues.
Julie brought our outreach tent and materials to the St. Petersburg College in Tarpon Springs.
Their Environmental Club sponsored an on-campus Earth Day celebration featuring sustainabilityrelated organizations including Keep Pinellas Beautiful,
Tampa Bay Water, Florida Department of Environmental
Education, Raptor Rescue, Tarpon Aquarium, and Goat
Yoga! As you can see, many students enjoyed the exhibits
and participated in the festivities.

Adopt an Acre
Members of the Tarpon Springs
Woman’s Club visiting the area
where their acre was adopted.

Please consider adopting an
acre as a birthday gift,
memorial or to honor a
special person. See p. 18 for
the Adopt an Acre form and
additional information.
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AUDITORIUM GALLERY,

By Lynn Whitelaw

ON VIEW IN THE GALLERY, Through May 8, 2022
Plein Air 2022 Weekend at Brooker Creek Preserve
On Friday, April 22, six artists registered for the Plein Air 2022 event and celebrated Earth
Day by painting in the Preserve. Eight works were completed in oil, acrylic, gouache, and pastel.
While most painted on canvas or paper for wall-hung works, one artist painted in acrylic on an
aluminum surface that sits on a table. All of the paintings celebrate the beauty of the natural
landscape of Brooker Creek, and we thank the plein air artists who participated. On Sunday a
nicely attended reception and awards program was held (thank you Julie Wade for arranging the
decorations and refreshments).
Plein Air artist Joseph Weinzettle, who recently had an exhibition in the Auditorium Gallery,
served as the show’s judge. Awards were given for Best in Show to our own volunteer
extraordinaire, Jane Myers, First Prize to Rachel Harris, Second Prize to Bill Williamson, and
Awards of Merit to artists Kathy Detrano, Emily Lazarou, and Jana Withers. All works are for
sale, with a 10% commission to be given back to the Friends group – contact the Nature Store for
details. Stop by the Gallery by May 8 and select a piece to represent Brooker Creek in your art
collection!
This is the second time The Friends of Brooker Creek
Preserve has held a Plein Air event and we hope to establish
it as an annual activity that will grow each year, attracting
more artists. Special thanks to Barb Hoffman, Ruth Ann
Evans, Jane Myers, Jon Burr, and Julie Wade for making
this year’s event such a success.

Artists Jana Withers, Jane Myers, Kathy Detrano, and
Bill Williamson standing by their paintings at the Plein
Air 2022 Reception and Awards Program.
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Winning artwork: Best in Show
Jane Myers, Pick a Little,
20 x 16 in. Acrylic on Canvas

GALLERY UPDATE AND UPCOMING EXHIBITION
To support the staff of Brooker Creek Preserve, the Auditorium Gallery is altering its schedule to
offer the space for an exhibit in support of teacher training programs that will be presented this
summer. The Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve Member’s Photography Exhibition and
Invitational is being postponed until the end of July (check our next newsletter for details) thus
giving more time to get out and document the unique flora, fauna, and ecosystems of the Preserve.
Please remember, when preparing your photography, that all images must be ready to hang with a
wire on the back (framed, matted or gallery wrapped) and all photo techniques are welcomed:
color, black & white, or manipulated.

RECENT DONATIONS
At the take-down of Joseph Weinzettle’s exhibition Swamps of North Pinellas County, Plein Air
Drawings and Paintings, the artist surprised us with his desire to donate two major pieces from the
show to the Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve Art Collection: Mitigation Area, Mornings and the
triptych Cypress Interior. Joe praised the opportunity to exhibit at Brooker Creek saying: “To
display contemporary fine art in a natural environment like Brooker Creek is a perfect match
for my art and revives America's artistic roots, represented by George Inness and the Hudson
River School artists.”
With other donations to the FoBCP Art Collection by previously exhibiting artists Jeff Nabors
and Victoria Block, plans are underway to create a small gallery area in the main Exhibit Hall
where works from the collection can be shown and rotated. Currently, Joe’s plein air silver point
drawing Mitigation Area, Mornings is on view in the Lobby of the Auditorium Gallery.

Mitigation Area, Mornings,
2017-2018
Silverpoint and Oil on Panel,
15 x 42 inches, Artist's Frame

Cypress Interior, 2018-2020
Oil over Silverpoint on three
panels, overall: 24 x 54 inches
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Night Hike and Star Party, March 5
Over 100 people came out on a beautifully clear night to enjoy Brooker after dark. Members of
the St. Petersburg Astronomy Club brought their telescopes and shared their extensive knowledge
of the night sky. Members of the Friends of BCP led five separate night hikes along the
Education Center Trail where we listened for “night life,” scouted out scorpions hiding among the
bark and leaf litter, and simply enjoyed
the night. The Nature Store was open
between from 6:00 to 8:00 pm .
Business was brisk! The store took in
$330 in just those two hours!
Kudos to our Star Party coordinator,
Mark Yeager, for yet another very
interesting, exciting and successful
event!

Music in the Woods: Sandy Back Porch, March 13
We had a beautiful day for outdoor music with Sandy Back Porch at our March 13th Music in the
Woods band. They played bluegrass, folk, and some Celtic music as St. Patrick's Day was just
around the bend. There were many families enjoying the
music and dancing, too!
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Off the Beaten Path: Sandhill Scramble, Mar. 20,

By Craig Huegel

The greatest joy I get from leading walks
as part of the Off the Beaten Path series is
revisiting my favorite parts of the Preserve
that are now not open to me or the general
public. The second is seeing “old” friends
and making new ones while sharing this
experience with all of them. Brooker Creek
Preserve has so many wild and beautiful
places within its vast acreage, but none are
more scenic than the four we visit each year
as part of this series.
I must give credit to Barb Hoffman for naming each. I have never been that creative. The Sandhill
Scramble is certainly hers, and aptly named. There are tiny pockets within the main part of the
Preserve that could qualify as sandhill, though needing some restoration to be clearly seen as such.
The sandhill area north of Keystone Road, however, is in pretty good shape. Sandhills occur on
ridges of deep sandy soils and are characteristically dominated by wiregrass (Aristida stricta) in
the understory and widely scattered longleaf pines (Pinus palustris) in the canopy. Less dominant
are turkey and bluejack oaks (Quercus laevis and Q. incana,
respectively). There are few saw palmetto (Serenoa repens) in the
understory like there are in a pine flatwoods so walking off trail is
easy, and in that understory of wiregrass are a great diversity of
other grasses and wild-flowers. Of all the many plant communities
found at Brooker Creek Preserve, sandhill is my favorite.
It was a perfect day to explore this area. The spring
weather was just warm enough and just not humid as
much as it would be later in the season. Our intrepid
group included folks of all age groups and there was
a sense of expectation as we walked north on the
trail through some beautiful flatwoods and towards
the sandhill area. When we reached it, we left the
trail and wandered through the sandhill habitat. Few
of the sky-blue lupine (Lupinus diffusus) remained in
bloom, but other wildflowers greeted us as we
walked. Wild blueberries (Vaccinium spp.) also were
coming into flower. This area is some of the best
habitat in Brooker Creek Preserve for gopher
tortoise and we walked by a great many burrows.
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Craig getting up close and personal with
a lupine. Photo by Brad Wilkins

Some of these may still harbor the rare gopher frogs
that require the burrows for their survival. Perhaps
also the commensal Florida mouse or an indigo or pine
snake. Not all the mysteries of the Preserve are fully
known.
On our way back to our vehicles, we stopped and
walked a short distance off trail to get a better look at
one of the larger cypress strands that interconnect
with the uplands here – at Barb Hoffman’s request. The
view was spectacular and I believe all of us left with a much better
appreciation of the diverse beauty that is Brooker Creek Preserve.
Each year, the Friends lead hikes to four areas of
the Preserve not open to the public – the Off the
Beaten Path series. They are important revenue
sources for us, but more importantly they give us a
chance to share some of the Preserve’s most special
places with all of you. I encourage you to join us.
Our next walk is Sunday, July 17, where we will
explore some of the Preserve’s wet interior
pinelands. We are likely to get wet feet and shins
so come prepared. These wet pinelands and marshes,
however, are stunning. You can make a reservation
by going to the Friends website and searching for
the Off the Beaten Path hikes.

pinebarren
frostweed,
shiny lyonia,
and flatwoods
pawpaw

Brad Wilkins and son, Nathan.
Photo by Barb Hoffman

Cypress swamp. Photos by Craig Huegel unless noted.
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Wildlife Safari, April 2

Thank You
Volunteers!

See Volunteer News, page 15. Photos
by Julia Myers and Cathy Vogelsong.
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Paige’s Planet and The Tarpon
Springs Aquarium (baby
alligator)

Suncoast Herpetological Society
(snake)

Tampa Bay Bats

Thank You
Safari Animal
Experts!

Wright Ranch Rescue
(baby raccoons and
opossums)

Owl’s Nest Sanctuary
for Wildlife (turtles)

Friends of Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve (raptors)
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Native Plant Sale, April 9,

By Cathie Foster

On April 9 we held the Friends second stand-alone Native Plant Sale. If you recall, we held the
first one last fall in place of our Fall Wildflower Festival, thinking that this smaller-scale event
was more fitting given the Covid situation. That first one was a success, making about $800 for
the Friends after expenses. And that happened in less than three hours! At this most recent
Native Plant Sale we sold more plants in the same amount of time and made $1229! As always, this
could only happen because of a great team of volunteers!
Thanks to Lisa Boing who used her knowledge of native plants to put together a stellar list of
plants, which were then picked up from Sweet Bay Nursery on the other side of the Skyway
Bridge by Lisa, and Cathy Vogelsong and her son Zachary the
afternoon before the sale. We appreciate that Sweet Bay Nursery
worked with us once again. They always have such a wonderful
selection of great looking plants! Thanks to Mona Gardner and Dixie
Mills who painstakingly wrote out price tags for about 250 plants
ahead of time. Many, many thanks to both the Friday volunteer crew
who were ready and waiting to help our deliverers unload and price
those 250 plants, set up canopies and tables and haul jugs of water.
Hats off as well, to the Saturday crew who set out plants, set up and
manned the sales table, hauled jugs of water (again
– plants get thirsty, too) and to our own native
plant experts who were on hand to offer advice to
our patrons. So, in addition to those mentioned
above (and who were there both Friday and
Saturday), the following people were also invaluable
in making this such a great event:
Alexa Huegel, Barb Hoffman, Barry Andress,
Chuck Parsons, Craig Huegel, Evan Earle, Julie
Wade, Katy Roberts, Kim Parsons,
Mark Yeager, and Pam Brown.
And, of course, thanks to everyone who
stopped by to purchase a few (or more)
plants to add to their home landscapes.
We love it when a plan comes together like
this that supports the Friends financially
and that offers us an opportunity to
introduce people to and educate them about
the importance of going native!
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Return The Preserve Work Day, April 16,

By Evan Earle, Jr.

The Friends Of Brooker Creek Preserve (FOBCP) conducted our April 2022 Return The Preserve
(RTP) Work Day on Saturday, April 16. We had 16 hard working volunteers join us on Lora Lane
where the Friends Trail is located. In less than three hours we removed 15 large construction
trash bags of caesarweed. We also removed approximately 100 queen palms. The volunteers were
great and made a huge, positive impact.
Thank you to our partners Keep Pinellas Beautiful (KPB) who provided reusable water bottles and
t-shirts for the volunteers to enjoy. They also provided
gloves, garbage bags, sunscreen, and bug spray. Thank you
KPB!
Our next RTP Work Day will be in October. Please join us as
we work to return the Preserve to its natural beauty.
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2020 OFF THE BEATEN PATH
A nature-based fundraising hike series
Description: This series of four hikes will take place in
beautiful areas tucked away within Brooker Creek
Preserve in sites that are closed to the public. Our
guide, Dr. Craig Huegel (SPC Biology Professor), can
identify everything, from the tiniest moss to the tallest
tree including animal prints, bird calls, lichens, and
more. He is full of stories and very patient in answering
questions. The hikes will be educational, and a lot of
fun as well! The hikes will begin at 9:00 am, and be
about 3-4 hours long. Bring water and lunch.
Cost: $80 donation for the series of four hikes or $25
donation per hike, with a 10% discount for members of
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve.
Sept. 26, 2021 – In Search of Catesby’s Lily – Located in the eastern part of the preserve,
we will search for the threatened Catesby’s Lily. In so doing, we will see a profusion of
beautiful fall wildflowers in full bloom.
Dec. 12, 2021 - Cypress Swamp Stomp – Located in the central part of the Preserve, this site
features orchids, ferns, and epiphytes. Plan to get wet, or maybe not get wet, as we plunge into
the depths of the swamp!
March 20, 2022 – Sandhill Scramble – The only true sandhills of Brooker Creek Preserve.
This site is in the northern end of the preserve and will feature an abundance of spring
wildflowers.

*

July 17, 2022 – Interior Wildlands – We will be in
parts of the Preserve so remote that cell phones
won’t work, areas so pretty you won’t believe you
are in Pinellas County!
Reservations Required:
Sign up early! Only 20 spots are open for these
fabulous hikes off the beaten path! Questions? To
register, call 727-934-2680 or email
info@friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org
info@friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org
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News from the Wildflower
Garden, By Pam Brown
In February we planted some tiny seedlings
of narrowleaf sunflower that I brought in
from my garden to fill in some of the space
where we removed muhly grass in January.
Unfortunately, they did not survive so I
provided some additional seedlings that we
planted in March. Dixie Mills and Mona
Gardener donated Stokes aster and coreopsis that we
will plant at our April workday. Hopefully this should
finish filling in the bare areas. The lyreleaf sage has
been blooming along with some of the coreopsis,
brightening up the garden for spring. We also saw a
rainlily that bloomed after some rain.
Our next workdays will be May 28th and June 25th. We
are now observing our summer work hours: 8:00 – 10:00
am. If you would like to join us, please register by
emailing me at pamperedgardeners@gmail.com. Due to
the fragility of the plants in the garden, we limit the
number of volunteers to five workers, including children
10 years or older. Bring your gardening tools, gloves,
hat, and bug repellant, and wear closed-toed shoes. We
will provide a light snack along with coffee and tea.

Lyreleaf sage (Salvia lyrata), and
narrowleaf sunflower (Helianthus
angustifolius) seedlings.

Pam’s Thoughts
Are you looking for drought tolerant, almost care free
flowers that will bloom all through our hot, humid summer in
full sun? Blanketflower (Gaillardia pulchella) will be a good
choice. It is a Florida native that re-seeds readily so that
you always have fresh plants. The two-inch-wide flowers
come in yellow, orange, red, or bicolors that are attractive
to butterflies, and they make excellent, long-lasting cut
flowers. Each plant can grow one to two feet tall and up to
three feet wide. They look wonderful in mass plantings, are
salt tolerant, and pest free. What more could you ask of a
wildflower?
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Friends of Brooker Creek
Preserve Readers Club
By Jon Burr
In March, the Friends of Brooker
Creek Preserve Readers Club
discussed the book, The Wild Heart
of Florida, 1999, Ripple and Cerulean eds., a collection of essays and articles by a variety of
writers, many of whom we have read other of their works at the Readers Club over the last few
years. I don’t recall that at 20 years old this book seemed dated although a lot has changed in
the last several decades. Perhaps that will be a topic at the next meeting on Saturday, May 7th,
when we discuss a ‘follow-up’ book, The Wilder Heart of Florida, 2021, Davis and Poole eds.
In April, if you had to miss it, we had an outstanding presentation by Karl Nichter explaining
and displaying some of the equipment used by the author of the book discussed: Journal of
Light, The Visual Diary of a Florida Nature Photographer, by John Moran. It was one of the
best meetings we have ever had.
The book to be discussed in June is Oranges, by John McPhee (Saturday June 4th). This book,
while it does relate to the March book, is very much a stand-alone book, so please come and join
us.
In October, the Friends Readers club will celebrate it’s tenth anniversary. Hard to believe it’s
been almost a decade now. Actually we missed 20 months due to the pandemic, but it’ll be ten
years since we started in October of 2012.
No reservation required. We meet on the first Saturday of the month (unless it’s a holiday) in
the Ed Center conference room, at 9:30 am.
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Volunteer News
Education Center Updates & More
By Julia Myers, Education Support
Specialist, Brooker Creek Preserve
National Volunteer Appreciation Week
was the 3rd week in April: We’ll take any opportunity to appreciate and celebrate our
volunteers! Brooker Creek Preserve Volunteers are truly the backbone of our operations and
essential to our mission. We are deeply grateful for EVERYTHING you do. Thank you volunteers
for giving your time, heart, and talents, and helping to spread the importance of the Preserve to
our community. Enjoy this video montage that recognizes and celebrates the many contributions of
our volunteers: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlIiteGYQZU

Wildlife Safari was Awesome!: Thanks to our incredible volunteer team, we had a very
successful event! The weather behaved, our volunteers were amazing as always, and I feel
confident that our visitors had a memorable and educational experience! We welcomed roughly
850 visitors, and many were first time visitors. Thank you to the wonderful FOBCP for
graciously sponsoring the event so that it could be offered for free to our community this year!
See photos of the Wildlife Safari on pages 8 and 9.
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Advanced Plant Identification: This popular 3-part series is finally back in-person with
James this June! Be sure to register early if you are interested as it usually sells out fast.
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info@FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
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Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve - Mission
Statement: The mission of the Friends of
Brooker Creek Preserve is to provide public
support for the Preserve through fund raising,
volunteer programs, and education to ensure that
the Preserve remains a natural wilderness for
future generations.
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve – Land Use
Position Statement: The Friends of Brooker
Creek Preserve support land uses within the
boundaries of Brooker Creek Preserve which
have a main purpose that furthers the
preservation, conservation, restoration or
protection of the land and resources of the
Brooker Creek Preserve.
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve:
www.FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
Email:
info@FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
Voicemail: (727) 934-2680

Pinellas County PCR Mission statement:
The mission of the Parks and Conservation
Resources Department is to maintain and
protect the inherent value of the County’s
natural, cultural and recreational resources
through sustainable access, education, and
stewardship that enhance quality of life for
our community and future generations.

FOBCP Leadership 2022
Board of Directors

Officers
Chair: Cathie Foster
Vice Chair: Robert Burkard
Secretary: Allyn Childress
Treasurer: Jane Myers
Business Director: Barb Hoffman
Directors:
Pam Brown: Wildflower Garden
Robert Burkard: Beekeeping
Allyn Childress: Grants
Evan Earle, Jr.: Return the Preserve Work
Days
Cathie Foster: Nature Store Manager
Barbara Hoffman: Membership/
Owl-O-Ween
Walt Hoskins: Guiding Documents
Dr. Craig Huegel: Land Use/Newsletter
Editor/Off-the-Beaten-Path Hikes
Jane Myers: Music Events
Chuck Parsons: 4th Grade Coordination
Ray Poynor: Craftsman
Barbara Schultz: Publicity
Cathy Vogelsong: Newsletter Publisher
Julie Wade: Communications/Outreach
Mark Yeager: Night Hikes/Star Party

Brooker Creek Preserve:
Phone: (727) 453-6900
Website: www.brookercreekpreserve.org
Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center is located at 3940
Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, Florida,
34688. Phone: (727) 453-6800
Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am - 4pm, Sun.,
11am - 4pm.
Friends Nature Store is located in the
Education Center. Hours: Thurs. - Sat.
9am - 4pm, Sun., 11am - 4pm.
Preserve Hiking Trails open 7 days a
week, 7:00am to 30 minutes before sunset. Closed the day after Thanksgiving
and Dec. 25.
Horse Trails open 7 days a week, all year,
sunrise to sunset.

Further Leadership
Jon Burr & Kathleen Nicher: Readers Club
Mona Gardner & Dixie Mills: Nature Store
Bookkeepers
Sandra Miraglia: Nature Store Committee
Jeff Myers: Financial Manager
Cathy Ordiway: Website Master
Lynn Whitelaw: Art Gallery Curator

This newsletter is published every
other month. Please submit articles to
News-letter Editor Dr. Craig Huegel (727)
422-6583 or email Huegelc55@aol.com

Registration Info: FEID #59-3302182 tax-exempt, non-profit corporation
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (1-800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NUMBER CH. 16077
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