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May - June 2020

Chairman’s Message
I hope this finds each of you in good health,
taking each day in stride and perhaps finding
new, interesting and productive ways to fill
your time. As I write this, I am sitting on
my back porch just truly appreciating my
own back yard and the background sounds of
birds calling, woodpeckers pecking, and the
breeze blowing through the trees. This is my
peaceful place and I am enjoying it
thoroughly! There is even an occasional
“Good Morning” or “Have a great day” from
people walking past my yard. That wasn’t
always so. A positive outcome of being
physically distanced, I think. We don’t
really have to be socially distanced.

Save the Date
Upcoming Friends Events
All Dates Tentative due to Covid-19
May

2 FOBCP Readers Club 9:30-10:30 am

May 10 Beekeepers Club 9 am
May 30 Wildflower Garden work day 8-10 am
June 6

FOBCP Readers Club 9:30-10:30 am

June 14

Beekeepers Club 9 am

June 27 Wildflower Garden work day 8-10 am
June 27 Ken Rowe Birdathon
July 18

Return the Preserve Work Day 8 am

July 19 Off the Beaten Path: Interior
Wildlands

I am so thankful that our County
Will be rescheduled at a later date:
Commissioners have kept our beautiful parks
Anclote Key Lighthouse Tour & Beach
and preserves open for hiking, wildlife
Barbecue
watching, or just getting out for a change of
Off the Beaten Path: Sandhill Scramble
pace and to recharge our spirits. I have
been a frequent visitor myself and it should
come as no surprise that Brooker Creek Preserve is one of my other ‘peaceful places’. I am
heartened to see so many people taking advantage of the rich natural resources we have in Pinellas
County and equally glad to see folks respecting the physical distancing guidelines. Some other
positive notes:
● PROGRAMS - Although the Education Center is closed for now Lara, James, Julia and Sheree
are providing an amazing variety of learning opportunities. Many of these are virtual, but some
you can do while hiking the beautiful and dry (for now) BCP trails. Please check out Julia’s
article on page 16 for details.
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● TRAILS - Our hard-working rangers, Tony, Tom and
Gloria are keeping the boardwalks and trails in great
shape for hiking and they are making sure all public areas
are cleaned and sanitized frequently.
● DONATIONS - Our Iron Ranger (the donation box in the
parking lot) generally pulls in about $20-$30 per week.
In the first four weeks after the Education Center was
closed, we have averaged double that each week!
Additionally, we have had donations from folks who would
have used that money to pay for program registration or
as an event sponsor had those not been canceled.
Heartfelt thanks to ALL who have donated!
We are very much looking forward to the re-opening of the
Environmental Education Center, as I know you all must be,
just as soon as it is deemed to be safe. In the meantime, I
hope you have your peaceful place and on behalf of the
FOBCP Board of Directors, I wish each of you the best of
health.

Cathie

Nature Store News
The good news is that our little Nature Store is not in any
danger of “going under” due to lack of sales during the recent
shut-down of non-essential businesses. No one has been let
go (a benefit of being a volunteer-run operation) and for the most part our inventory is nonperishable. That which is will be easily replaced. Even more good news – we almost have our
new Square system up and running. All that is really left to do is to make sure all items are
labeled with bar coded price tags and entered into the system. We were on the verge of being
ready to go when the Ed Center, and our store within, were closed. Once we get the system
fully in place, we will be able to simply scan items and the rest (totaling the sale, calculating
change, generating a receipt, tracking inventory) will be done by little really smart and
efficient elves…or so it will seem. We are looking forward to reopening the store and trying
out this long-overdue technology! So what’s the bad news? There isn’t any! It’s all good!

Top to bottom, Sand blackberry
Pinebarren frostweed (
Nuttall's thistle (
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Photos by Craig Huegel.

FOBCP is a Sustany Foundation Award Nominee!
The Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve has been recognized and is a candidate for The Sustany
Foundation’s 2020 Sustainable Business Award. The Sustany Foundation was founded in 2007
to improve the Tampa Bay area’s quality of life by promoting a culture of sustainability on a local
level. Sustany encourages environmental and social responsibility by supporting individuals and
organizations committed to stewardship and sustainability. Our application included descriptions
of various ways the Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve promotes and practices sustainability,
including the following:
● Providing public support for the Preserve to ensure that the Preserve remains a natural
wilderness for future generations
● Providing free public educational programs and events
● Eradicating invasive plants via funding for County Land Management and through the
Friends of BCP’s

program.

● Inviting public participation in our monthly
● Providing and planting native plants at the main entrance on Keystone Rd. (This is an ongoing
program that will be enhanced over time).
● Providing Florida native plants for purchase at our Nature Store.
● Whenever possible, purchasing locally-sourced and environmentally-friendly inventory for
our Nature Store.
● Reducing paper consumption by offering our bi-monthly newsletter electronically.
We are proud of ALL these efforts, but our shining star is our Water Bottle Initiative. You may
recall that in 2018 our board of directors voted to support the Nature Store committee’s desire
to no longer sell water in single-use plastic bottles. Instead, we now sell reusable bottles for just
$1 that customers can fill and refill at the filtered water station, also provided by the Friends.
We sell these bottles at a slight loss, but in doing so we are putting our money where our heart is.
Many wonderful businesses and organizations have been announced as award nominees by Sustany.
All will be recognized officially when the 2020 award winner is announced at the 12th Annual
Sustainable Business Awards Green Carpet Gala on September 16 at the historic Tampa
Theatre.
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For information about the award:
https://www.tampabaynewswire.com/?s=sustainable+business+nominees+awards
For more information about the Sustany Foundation:
https://www.facebook.com/sustanyfoundation/
http://www.sustany.org
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Music in the Woods:Meriggiare String Quartet – March 1
The string quartet played to a full house! We all enjoyed the beautiful music and the beautiful
day at the Preserve.

Anne King Eisner
Jo Applefield
John Harrison

Dragonfly and baby alligator, photos by
Ray Poynor. Tadpole, growing its legs,
photo by Jane Myers.
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fobcp@tampabay.rr.com
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2020 OFF THE BEATEN PATH
A nature-based
fundraising
hike series

Description: This series of four hikes will take place in beautiful areas tucked away within
Brooker Creek Preserve in sites that are closed to the public. Our guide, Dr. Craig Huegel
(SPC Biology Professor), can identify everything, from the tiniest moss to the tallest tree
including animal prints, bird calls, lichens, and more. He is full of stories and very patient in
answering questions. The hikes will be not only educational, but a lot of fun as well! The
hikes will begin at 9:00 a.m. and be about 3-4 hours long. Bring water and lunch.
Cost: $80 donation for the series of four hikes or $25 donation per hike with a 10% discount
for members of Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve

*

Sites Off the Beaten Path:
Jan. 19, 2020 - Cypress Swamp Stomp
March 22, 2020 – Sandhill Scramble – The only true sandhills of Brooker Creek
Preserve. This site is in the northern end of the preserve and will feature an abundance of
spring wildflowers.
July 19, 2020 – Interior Wildlands – We will be in parts of the Preserve so remote that
cell phones won’t work, areas so pretty you won’t believe you are in
Pinellas County!
October 11, 2020 – In Search of Catesby’s Lily – Located in the eastern part of the
preserve, we will search for the threatened Catesby’s Lily. In so doing, we will see a
profusion of beautiful fall wildflowers in full bloom.
Reservations Required: Reserve your spot by emailing fobcp@tampabay.rr.com
.
fobcp@tampabay.rr.com
Sign up early! Only 20 spots are open for these fabulous hikes off the beaten path!
Questions? Email fobcp@tampabay.rr.com
fobcp@tampabay.rr.com or call 727-934-2680.
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Life Goes On

By: Craig N. Huegel

While the coronavirus keeps us mostly cooped up inside and distanced from those we typically
spend time with and away from the things we are used to doing, nature goes on uninterrupted.
Brooker Creek Preserve is still open for walking and I recently went out to explore the trails. We
need nature more than ever and, in a way, nature needs us to recognize its importance in our lives.
Countless numbers of psychological studies show us that time spent in nature is therapeutic. It
lowers our heart rate and our anxiety. It reconnects us to what we need most.
Brooker Creek Preserve is our most regionally significant natural area. Its size protects the
greatest array of native plants and animals than anything else we’ve set aside. Our involvement as
Friends makes so much of this possible and I want to thank all of you personally for staying
involved. As I walked the trails a few days ago, camera in hand, I tried to document some of the
beauty that we’ve set aside and I thought I’d take you on a virtual walk
with me. Along the way, I encountered folks of all ages. People older than
me (yes, it’s possible…), couples with children, couples without. It is easy
to keep a respectful distance and just as easy to smile and express what all
of us knew in our hearts. Brooker Creek Preserve is a gift that we can
never take for granted. The wildlife and the flora count on us too.
I began on the drive in and watched for the patches of native passionvine
(
) that grows so abundantly along much of the roadside.
Few plants were still in bloom, but the gulf fritillaries that use it to raise
their offspring were everywhere. It was easy to
find their caterpillars feeding on it by simply
Gulf fritillary caterpillar
walking the road shoulder.
My favorite tree in the parking lot, a very large summer haw (
) was also nearly past its spring bloom time, but I found a few
flowers to admire. Summer haw is a wonderful wildlife
plant and it grows nowhere else that I know of in Pinellas
County except in and around the Preserve’s parking lot.
Ed Hoffman generously redesigned the parking lot a
great many years ago in order to save the largest tree
and I am forever thankful to him for doing so.

Summer haw,
lizard’s tail

The butterfly garden was largely quiet on this day and I
then ventured down the boardwalk past the education
center. The wetlands were alive with the blooms of
lizard’s tail (
). Large areas were
covered by its curved white blossoms and it made a
stunning display in the drying wetland understory.
8

From here, the trail slopes ever upward in elevation and the many
different species of native hollies were in full bloom. Hollies are
dioecious, a term that means that there are male and female
specimens. Though their flowers are rather nondescript, they are a
favorite source of nectar for bees and vital to the Preserve’s
ecology. I took a few photos of the Carolina hollies (
),
but I could have just as easily captured the blooms of dahoons (
) and gallberries (
). The
flatwoods that greets you once you’ve made
it to the rise and the first major fork in
the trail was rife with wildflowers as I expected it would be. The best
areas, as I also expected, were those that experienced last year’s
wildfire. Fire is critical to the health of a pineland’s understory. There
are spectacular patches of orange milkwort (
) and large
), for example. Butterflies
areas of pineland aster (
were evident as they moved from flowering patch to flowering patch. I
simply failed to get good photographs of them. Without a telephoto lens, I
also failed to get photographs of the birds that flitted throughout the
canopy, but rest assured that they were present and going
about their business untouched by the pandemic.
As I approached the bridge that would take me back to
the parking lot, I noticed a family staring intently at the
Creek on the southern side. I was correct in assuming that
they were looking at an alligator, but it was more than
that. A large alligator that must have been a mother too
was surrounded by a group of young, still striped and
about 1 foot in length. Across from them, the patch of
ground nut (
) that I have monitored for
years was in full bloom. The carmine-colored flowers are distinctive.
Early colonists ate the bulbs of this plant and it still is a favorite of
native plant enthusiasts that plant their yards with edible plants. To
be truthful, however, I have never tried it and, as these plants are
protected, they will not be sampled by anyone except the long-tailed
skipper caterpillars that use the foliage as food.
My walk took me about an hour to complete. It was a late morning that I needed, and I hope that
you will venture out on these trails too. I miss leading the walks we might have taken together, but
we will do so again. Until then, take the walk by yourself or with your family. The weather is still
perfect for a few hours in the woods.
Photos, from top, Carolina holly (a male),
milkwort, pineland aster and ground nut
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Return YOUR Preserve Work Day
By Evan Earle, Jr.
Well, by now, we are all well aware of the impact of the Corona COVID-19 virus. Saturday,
April 18th, was supposed to be our annual Friends Of Brooker Creek Preserve (FOBCP) Return
The Preserve (RTP) Work Day in alignment with Earth Day. And not just any Earth Day, but the
50th Anniversary of Earth Day!
Since we weren’t able to meet for our RTP Work Day, I encourage you to take a look at your own
“Preserve” and see if there’s a project you and your family can do. Big or small, we all have an
opportunity to spruce up our little corner of the planet.
● When you’re raking up those oak leaves, consider using them for mulch vs. bagging them up
and throwing them away. They make great mulch and best of all, they’re free!
● If you have weeding to do, consider using an environmentally friendly mulch after you're
done. Pine straw is a great alternative to cypress mulch. It creates an effective weed
barrier and it helps retain moisture. Several nurseries and even a few hardware stores
are starting to offer pine straw. If you’re really lucky, you have a few mature pine trees
in your yard for a free source of some truly excellent mulch.
● Start an herb garden, whether it’s for yourself or to provide host plants for pollinators.
Or both!
● If you are trimming trees, make sure your saw blade and clippers are sharp and clean.
And use some of those trimmed branches to create a brush pile for small animals to use
for shelter and habitat.
● Hang up a bird house or a bat house. You’ll love your new neighbors!
● Install plants to attract wildlife, whether as a food source or as habitat for nesting or
protection.
While we can’t celebrate our RTP Work Day - Earth Day together this year, I hope you will take
time on Wednesday, April 22nd, to celebrate the very special day. Rain or shine, I’m going to be
outside on Wednesday to admire, appreciate, and love this blue marble on which we life.
I can’t wait for things to return to normal. When we are given the green light, I very much look
forward to seeing you again at our RTP Work Days as we work to return the Preserve to its
natural environment and beauty.
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BEEKEEPERS CLUB NEWS
Although the Beekeepers Club is not allowed to meet, President Bob Burkard
continues to tend the club’s ten hives. Bob says that some hives have enough
honey to extract, so club members will be coming up with a plan to do extraction
while following CDC guidelines. Where have the bees been getting their pollen?
Club member, Barb Hoffman, noted multitudes of honeybees on Dahoon Holly
flowers while on a recent walk in the Preserve. Barb noted, “Some trees were
literally humming with the large numbers of bees present.” Bob noticed that each
hive was producing different colors of honey, some very light and some quite
dark, a result of the type of pollen the bees used for honey production. The
Beekeepers Club is open to anyone who is interested in beekeeping. Those of us
already in the club are very new to the hobby and are learning as we go.

are held the second Sunday (new day!) of each month at 9:00
Meetings
am. We meet at the Bee Shed at Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental
Education Center, gather equipment, then head to the apiary located about two
miles away. Annual dues for the club are $25 per person. You must also be a
member of Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve in order to join the Beekeepers
Club; a variety of levels for Friends memberships are available. The Beekeepers
Club is an affiliate of Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve. If you would like to
join the Friends Beekeepers Club, or simply have questions, please email
fobcp@tampabay.rr.com.
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Friends of Brooker Creek
Preserve Readers Club
By: Jon Burr
I was out of town for the March
meeting but Kathleen said it was a
small ‘crowd’ and the book, ‘The Sea Around Us” by Rachel Carson was well liked.
Now the Readers Club and the new normal: The next time we meet, whenever that is, the book to
discuss is the first ‘half’ of “The Gulf: The Making of an American Sea” by Jack E. Davis (thru Ch
9). I anticipate that we will not meet on May 2nd. That will depend on when the Ed Center is open
and normal group meetings are in order. So let’s ‘pencil’ in Saturday, June 6 as the next Readers
Club get together subject to change.
Then the next two books scheduled to be discussed are the “Dolphin in the Mirror” by Diana Reiss
and then the remaining chapters of “The Gulf: The Making of an American Sea” by Jack E. Davis.
Please stay in touch with Pinellas County and the pertinent notifications of when ‘normal’ meetings
can be held. (Not to lean on the irony button too hard, but we probably don’t need to worry about
a group of more than ten people at the meeting...). Welcome to the new normal.

News from the Wildflower Garden
By: Pam Brown
We have not had a workday since February due to the Pinellas County Covid-19 directives. I have
not been to visit the garden in April due to my husband’s pending kidney surgery. I do not want to
risk bringing home any contagion before his surgery or during his recovery. I am itching to get
back and see how the garden is doing. It has been so terribly dry, but the plants in the garden
are natives that have evolved with the periods of wet and dry so they should still be surviving,
even if not looking their best. I am hoping that restrictions will be lifted by the end of May so
that we can get back to work.
If you are interested in volunteering to help with the Wildflower Garden maintenance, we meet on
the last Saturday of each month from 8 to 10 am (summer hours). Bring your gardening tools,
gloves, hat and bug repellant and wear closed toed shoes. We will provide coffee, juice and
breakfast snacks.
Check our website (http://www.friendsofbrookercreekpreserve.org/) for information about when
the Preserve will be open for activities. These are strange times – I hope everyone is staying
healthy and safe.
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Pam’s Thoughts
I know that I have spent a lot of articles on the need for planting
Florida native trees and wildflowers. But, this is really
important. As more and more people move to Florida there will
continue to be pressure to build on more and more sensitive lands
to accommodate these new residents. As these lands disappear,
our native wildlife, from the smallest insects to our large
mammals, are being squeezed into smaller areas. We risk losing to
extinction many critters for lack of habitat.
This is where you come in. By planting native wildflowers and
various sizes of native bushes and trees you can provide a little
bit of habitat where you live. I think that it would be wonderful if Four-petaled St. John's-wort
every home owner were to convert their landscapes to mostly
(
native plants. But in the absence of that happening, you could
photo by Craig Huegel.
plant just two, three or more native plants on your property. This
could provide much needed cover for birds to nest, food from and for insects, fruits and foliage,
and places to hide from predators.
I have mostly native plants in my landscape and we see many different birds, squirrels, rabbits,
raccoons, possums, deer, alligators (well, not in my yard, but in our neighborhood), snakes, anoles,
frogs, skinks, bees, and butterflies. It is almost like a wonderland if you are willing to sit quietly
and observe.
If you are planning any landscape renovations, do consider planting some natives. Observe your
site for sun and shade patterns, moisture level and type of soil, and then consult some of the
University of Florida/IFAS (UF/IFAS) publications on native plants to use in the landscape.
Most of us are considered in Central Florida and hardiness zone 9B for northern Pinellas and
Hillsborough Counties and zone 10A for central and south Pinellas. There are some lovely plants
that grow in Northern Florida that are not always amenable to our conditions here. So, it is
important to do some research on the mature size and growing conditions necessary for the plants
that you choose.
Some good UF/IFAS publications on native plants are:
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep297
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_native_plants This site has links to many
different native plants useful for the landscape.
http://www.floridayards.org/fyplants/index.php. This site has
native and non-native plants, but you can specify Florida Native in your search parameters.
Happy planning and planting!
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www.SensingNature.com
jmurphy@sensingnature.com
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Volunteer News

Education Center Updates & More
By Julia Myers, Education Support
Specialist, Brooker Creek Preserve
As you know, the Brooker Creek
Preserve Environmental Education
Center remains closed until further notice in accordance with the latest CDC suggested guidelines.
All programs, hikes, and events have been cancelled. However, the Brooker Creek Preserve along
with most other Pinellas County Parks and Preserves remain open to the public. That means you can
still enjoy our hiking trails and being outdoors at our wildest place! We are asking visitors to be
mindful of crowding, practice good hygiene and social distancing, and stay home if not feeling well.
We have put together NEW opportunities to enhance the outdoor experience for visitors. We are
also developing and creating online content so we can continue to provide environmental education
virtually. Like Lara says, “COVID can’t stop us! It is our job to teach, so teach we will.”
Here are some new opportunities that we are excited to share with you!

Tree Benefits Scavenger Hunt
Walk along the Education Center Trail and look for Traveling Tree Walk signs. There
are six signs along the loop. Can you find them all? Use the information on the signs and from
the Traveling Tree Walk brochure to find the answers. Happy Learning!
Virtual Scavenger Hunt: shorturl.at/pvyL6
PDF to print a hard copy Scavenger Hunt at home: shorturl.at/hyKY5
The Traveling Tree Walk Brochure: shorturl.at/kCJ35
Answer Key: shorturl.at/derwy

Self-guided Walking Tour
Enjoy a self-guided tour at the Preserve on your GPS-enabled mobile device! Download the
mobile app, ‘PocketSights Tour Guide’ to discover wild Florida with us. Or you can listen to
just the audio version from home: https://pocketsights.com/tours/tour/East-Lake-DiscoverWild-Florida-3355
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Weekly Webinars
Lara and James are both giving live weekly webinars via Zoom every Monday and
Wednesday. Registration links can be found on our Facebook page under the events tab.

Facebook Segments
We are introducing new educational segments via Facebook! Look for the following:
#TrailTreasureTuesdays: These are mini virtual tours with James.
#BrookerBites: These are like little educational snacks, short narrated videos.
#BrookerBreathers: These are relaxing short videos with only nature sounds, our version of
a ‘moment of Zen’ type post.
#FamilyFunFridays: These are posts where we either share or do a fun educational activity
that families can try together.
Julia is also leading Book Time on Thursdays at the regular time via Facebook.
Don’t have a Facebook account? Don’t worry, you can still access and view all the content on our
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BrookerCreekPreserve/

Lizard’s tail in bloom at Brooker Creek Preserve. Photo by Craig Huegel.
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Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve - Mission
Statement: The mission of the Friends of
Brooker Creek Preserve is to provide public
support for the Preserve through fund raising,
volunteer programs, and education to ensure that
the Preserve remains a natural wilderness for
future generations.
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve – Land Use
Position Statement: The Friends of Brooker
Creek Preserve support land uses within the
boundaries of Brooker Creek Preserve which
have a main purpose that furthers the
preservation, conservation, restoration or
protection of the land and resources of the
Brooker Creek Preserve.

Pinellas County PCR Mission statement:
The mission of the Parks and Conservation
Resources Department is to maintain and
protect the inherent value of the County’s
natural, cultural and recreational resources
through sustainable access, education, and
stewardship that enhance quality of life for
our community and future generations.

Board of Directors

Officers
Chair: Cathie Foster
Vice Chair: Robert Burkard
Secretary: Kathleen Nichter
Treasurer: Jane Myers

Directors:
Beekeeper: Robert Burkard
Business: Barbara Hoffman
Communications: Julie Wade
Craftsman: Ray Poynor
Fall Wildflower Festival: Cathie Foster
4th Grade Coordination: Chuck Parsons
Grants: Allyn Childress
Guiding Documents: Walt Hoskins
Land Use: Dr. Craig Huegel
Music in the Woods: Jane Myers
Nature Store Bookkeeper:
Kathleen Nichter
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Craig Huegel
Newsletter Publisher: Cathy Vogelsong
Night Hikes: Mark Yeager
Owl-O-Ween: Barb Hoffman
Publicity: Barbara Schultz
Return the Preserve Work Days:
Evan Earle, Jr.
Wilderness Trail: Dr. Craig Huegel
Wildflower Garden: Pam Brown
Wildlife Safari: Cathie Foster

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve:
www.FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
Email: fobcp@tampabay.rr.com
Voicemail: (727) 934-2680
Brooker Creek Preserve:
Phone: (727) 453-6900
Website: www.brookercreekpreserve.org
Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center is located at 3940
Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, Florida,
34688. Phone: (727) 453-6800
Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am - 4pm, Sun., 11am
- 4pm.
Friends Nature Store is located in the
Education Center. Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am
- 4pm, Sun., 11am - 4pm.
Preserve Hiking Trails open 7 days a
week, 7:00am to 30 minutes before sunset. Closed the day after Thanksgiving
and Dec. 25.
Horse Trails open 7 days a week, all year,
sunrise to sunset.

Further Leadership
Accountant: Bob Host
Book Club: Jon Burr & Kathleen Nichter
Gallery Curator: Lynn Whitelaw
Membership: Jeff Myers
Website Master: Cathy Ordiway

This newsletter is published every other
month. Please submit articles to Newsletter Editor Dr. Craig Huegel (727) 4226583 or email Huegelc55@aol.com

Registration Info: FEID #59-3302182 tax-exempt, non-profit corporation
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (1-800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NUMBER CH. 16077
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