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July – August 2020

Chairman’s Message
Fall Wildflower Festival & Owl-O-Ween 2020 - cancelled.
In a more ‘normal’ year, we would be starting the planning process for our two major (and oh so
popular) fall events, Fall Wildflower Festival and Owl-O-Ween. Because each requires a great
deal of pre-planning and because we simply don’t know what the situation with Covid-19 will be in
the fall, we felt it wise to cancel these events for 2020. We are looking forward to bringing them
back to life again in 2021!
Off the Beaten Path Hikes 2020. Our annual
series of four
got off to
a great start with the Cypress Swamp Stomp in
January. Along with the other cancellations, the
March and July hikes have been cancelled, and we
doubt that the October hike will take place. As soon
as we are given the go-ahead to hike we will post a
new schedule. In the meantime…
Friends Hiking Trail – something new
to try! You are no doubt aware of the
various public trails that meander
through the habitats of Brooker Creek
Preserve from the trail heads near the
Education Center. But did you know
that the nearby Friends Trail is a
lesser known public trail that offers
yet another place to hike within
Brooker Creek Preserve? This 1.75mile loop trail takes hikers past a
wetland with a raised observation
platform, through upland communities,
and eventually to the banks of Brooker
Creek. This was the first trail to open
on the county’s largest nature preserve.

1

Save the Date
All events and programs are cancelled
until further notice due to Covid-19.
Please enjoy the hiking trails at the
Preserve which remain open. Rest
rooms and water fountains are always
available.

If you go, and I hope you will, please be aware that there are no facilities here, just a great hiking
trail! As this is part of Brooker Creek Preserve, pets, bikes or motorized vehicles are not
permitted, and all plants and animals within the area are protected. Directions: The trail head is
at the very end of Lora Lane, which runs south off Keystone Rd. a little over ½ mile west of the main
entrance to Brooker Creek Preserve, or about 2 miles east of East Lake Rd. Park at the dead end and
enjoy a peaceful hike!

Cathie

The Power of Beauty By Craig N. Huegel
I firmly believe that there is an almost-infinite power in
beauty. Though we all might not measure it the same way, we
are all touched equally by it. Each of us, if asked, could name
things that are beautiful to us. Though our individual lists
might differ a bit, what we find to be beautiful affects us in
the same way and it has the power to change the way we look at
life. In most of my writings, I add the line: “surround yourself
with beauty” because I believe in the power it instills in us.
To me, there is no greater beauty than that of a wild place; not so much the tame parks we’ve set
aside, but the preserves, like Brooker Creek, that were set aside more for the wilderness than the
recreation. Wild places are hard to find in this highly urbanized region that we call home and
Brooker Creek Preserve is the wildest. At more than 9,000 contiguous acres, we’ve set aside the
natural legacy of what makes the Suncoast important ecologically. We’ve provided critical habitat
for nearly every animal and plant native to the region, and by managing it we ensure that they will
have a place here into the future. Our membership in the Friends has, through the years, been a
significant reason that the Preserve and all of its components is
protected and made available for passive use.
In this tumultuous time, the trails of Brooker Creek Preserve
remain open to us. Though sanctioned County programs have been
curtailed and are likely not to open soon, we can still walk the
trails and soak in the restorative power that nature provides. We
need to surround ourselves with beauty now more than ever.
Though the temperatures have been brutal over the past few
weeks, many of the trails are shaded or partly so. I encourage
you to take a walk in the early morning or late afternoon. Bring a
pair of binoculars and a camera. There is so much to see if you
look for it, and there is peace regardless of whether you are
looking or not.
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We also surround ourselves with beauty if we take the time to create it around our homes. We
connect ourselves to places like Brooker Creek Preserve by creating living landscapes where we
live and work. Nature shouldn’t stop at preserve boundaries; it needs to continue on into our
created landscapes. We accomplish this through our plant choices. Plants create aesthetics, and
putting beauty, no matter how we see it, around us can only bring us a sense of peace, but plants
are more than aesthetic creatures. They form the foundation that supports life as a whole. Plants
that feed bees, butterflies, songbirds and the like provide another layer to the aesthetics a
landscape can provide and it is this layer that brings me the greatest joy. With this virus
affecting nearly every aspect of my life, it
is the time I spend in my yard gardening and
wildlife watching that creates a sense of
well being that I find I need now more than
ever.
When we surround ourselves with beauty –
both plants and wildlife, it is difficult to
dwell on the negative things that try to leak
into our lives. There is ample ugliness that
we could focus on, no doubt, but that only
serves to make us impotent. Beauty gives us strength and an optimism that cannot be created
otherwise. In these days ahead, as we sort out what all of this means to a re-imagined world that is
sure to emerge, take the time to surround yourself with beauty both by excursions into the natural
world and in the landscapes that surround your homes. Keep it close-by.

For the month of August, Friends of Brooker Creek
Preserve will receive a $1 donation from each purchase
of the $2.50 reusable Community Bag at the stores
located at:
Winn-Dixie, 17649 Gunn Highway, Odessa
Winn-Dixie, 13016 Race Track Road, Tampa
Winn-Dixie, 1171 South Pinellas Avenue, Tarpon Springs
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BEEKEEPERS CLUB – UPDATE
The club is not supposed to meet during the pandemic, and club President, Bob Burkard, has been
watching over our ten hives by himself. However, our bees decided to tempt our fate. Three
hives produced enough honey to make it time for extraction, so extraction we did! Donning our
masks and doing our best to stay six feet apart, we loaded the extraction equipment from the bee
shed into our personal vehicles, We also loaded up the honey-laden frames from the ten hives at
the apiary. All was moved to Barb Hoffman’s house for extraction. President Bob taught us how
to do everything step by step.

Using a hot knife, the
wax caps were scraped
from the honeycomb.

Honey poured from the
spinner through a sieve to
The cap-free frames were loaded into the remove any wax particles,
then into a clean bucket
spinner, 12 at a time. Centrifugal force
for storage.
allowed the honey to escape the comb.

Chairman, Cathie Foster, holds our first jar of
honey! About 60 pounds of honey was extracted.
Currently, the honey is being stored in two large
plastic buckets. Club members are busy designing
the labels and choosing jar types. Once the Friends
Nature Store opens, Brooker Creek honey will be
ready for sale!

If you would like to join the Friends
Beekeepers Club or simply have questions,
please email fobcp@tampabay.rr.com.
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Return the Preserve Work Day

By Evan Earle, Jr.

While we all look forward to getting back to “normal”, our Return The Preserve Work Days
remain on hold. We are following the direction of Pinellas County leadership. The safety of our
members and volunteers is our first priority.
So look at it this way. Use this time to rest up because when we do restart our RTP Work Days,
there will be plenty for us to tackle! The caesarweed alone will be a major project. With our
rainy season starting to kick in, so will the caesarweed. And when we’re out there, up to our arms
in it, more than one of us will be saying “I wish we could have a break from this.” I’ll be leading
that chorus.
Remember, we can still visit the Preserve and enjoy it. You can actually help our RTP Work Days
program by keeping you eyes open for invasive plants that we could focus on. If you see
something and have a suggestion, let me know and we’ll see what we can do in the future.
Thanks to all of you who have supported and participated in our RTP Work Days. It won’t be too
long before we are once again working together to Return The Preserve to its natural
environment.

News from the Wildflower Garden
By Pam Brown
Nature is so amazing. Without any concerted care
this spring, our wildflower meadow is still blooming
and thriving. I am looking forward to being able to
get back into the garden with some volunteers to do a
bit of fine gardening soon. The plants in our little
bog however did not fare so well. The few plants we had there
died from lack of water because of the drought. At our house
we did not have a drop of rain the whole month of March, and
April was not much better. There are lots of yellow flowers in
bloom; rosinweed, tickseed and black-eyed Susan. And the
ironweed buds are just opening.
Watch for information about the resuming of volunteer
activities on the Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve website.
Hopefully, we will be able to be back in the garden soon.
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Pam’s Thoughts

By Pam Brown

Summer is definitely hot and humid. The summer months are such a challenge for me in the garden
since I do not relish the heat and humidity, but I do try to keep up with the basic chores.
One chore is scouting the landscape for insect pests that can ruin a good plant, sometimes in a
matter of days. I am not fond of using chemical pesticides. However, I also do not like to see my
favorite plants decline due to pests or diseases. The one pesticide that I keep in my garden shed
is Neem oil. This is a broad spectrum pesticide that is also considered a bio-rational product. It
is derived from the seed of the Neem tree. Neem oil functions as an insecticide, a fungicide and a
miticide. It does not kill immediately; you must give it time to work. In addition, too much
fertilizer will push lots of succulent new growth that is tasty to pests. Why not consider planting
native shrubs and wildflowers? They seem to have fewer pest problems and deer are less likely to
eat them in my landscape.
Neem oil has many complex active ingredients similar to the hormones that insects produce.
Insects feeding on plants take the Neem oil ingredients into their bodies. These hormone-like
substances block the real hormones from working properly, eventually killing the pest. This is
especially effective for aphids, mealybugs, white flies, spider mites and thrips. It will also repel
grasshoppers, but not kill them. Used as a fungicide, Neem oil works by smothering the fungal
spores and is especially good for treating powdery mildew and leaf spots.
As oil, it will also smother any insect that it covers. Since beneficial insects do not consume the
treated plant they are not affected by the hormone disrupting property. But, if the beneficials
are covered by the spray, they can be smothered. For this reason, it is recommended to use Neem
oil in the early morning or in the evening when beneficial insects are less active. Neem oil is mildly
toxic to fish and other aquatic life, so do not use the spray near bodies of water. As with all
pesticides, follow the directions on the label carefully.
Remember that the Pinellas County Fertilizer Ordinance is in effect from June 1 through
September 30. This ordinance bans the use of fertilizers containing Nitrogen and Phosphorus on
the landscape during the rainy season to help reduce runoff of these nutrients into our lakes,
rivers, bays and the Gulf. You cannot purchase fertilizers containing Nitrogen and Phosphorus in
Pinellas County during the ban, but there are "Summer Blends" available that contain other
nutrients needed for plant growth. This ban does not apply to fertilizers for vegetable gardens
or plants in containers.
One last thing, try to pull a few weeds each morning
while it is cool. If you get them before they bloom and
go to seed, it will go a long way towards fewer weeds in
the future.
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Ellen O'Hanlon

Friends of Brooker Creek
Preserve Readers Club
By: Jon Burr
Well, take the following with pillar of
salt. I know that’s a Lot to ask. First
stay in touch with the Preserve staff on scheduling. I write this on Saturday, June 6 and there
was no book club today. Consider the following as proposed. If we are unable to meet on the July
date, either the 4th or the 11th, what we suggest is moving the entire list ahead even if that pushes
the latter issues into the next year.
The reading schedule for the remainder of the year, if possible, is:
July -- The first 9 chapters of
August --

, by Jack E. Davis
, by Diana Reiss

September – the remaining chapters of T

.

October – (Very timely)
November –

by Greg Ahlgren
, by Richard Powers

December –
, by Sandra Wallus Sammons ( Marjory Stoneman Douglas
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, Marjorie Harris Carr and their Contributions to Florida part of the
Pineapple Press Young Readers Series, to lighten the tone a little)
The last three are all available on Kindle.
Meetings are held in the Education Center conference room at 9:30 am on the first Saturday of
the month. Again, a reminder to check with Preserve staff. There are no plans to Zoom or do
otherwise at this time.

Good news! AmazonSmile customers can now support
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve Inc in the Amazon
shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply
follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating
donations.
Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device
Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'
Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
process
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Volunteer News

Education Center Updates & More
By Julia Myers, Education Support
Specialist, Brooker Creek Preserve
The Brooker Creek Preserve
Environmental Education Center remains
closed until further notice, and the Preserve remains open to the public. That means you can still
enjoy our hiking trails and being outdoors at our wildest place! We are asking visitors to be
mindful of crowding, practice good hygiene and social distancing, and stay home if not feeling well.
While the Ed Center is closed, we are continuing to offer virtual programs, activities, and more!

Florida Supernature is back EVERY Wednesday in July! This webinar series explores the wonders
of plants and animals frequently encountered in Florida and aims to inspire a desire to protect
these “super-beings” in their natural habitats. You can listen to past webinars in the series and
sign up for all upcoming webinars here: www.bit.ly/flsupernature
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We have a new Preserve Ranger, welcome Kristine Florig! Kristine
has been a Park Ranger at Fort DeSoto for the past three years
and is excited to join the BCP team! She loves animals and was a zoo
keeper at the Auckland Zoo prior to being a ranger.

Nature University is back, this time we will be talking about
weather! Join Spectrum Bay News 9 Meteorologist Brian McClure
for a look into the wild and wonderful world of Florida’s weather!
Saturday July 11at at 10am, Register at:
www.bit.ly/NatureUWeather101
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Virtual Activities:
● Virtual Tour Scavenger Hunt: Have you taken our virtual self-guided walking tour
yet? We now have a NEW activity to accompany it, a virtual tour scavenger hunt! Use
the information you learn along the walking tour to complete the scavenger hunt. Happy
Learning! Virtual Tour Scavenger Hunt: https://bit.ly/2CaSSxv
● Tree Benefits Scavenger Hunt: Walk along the Education Center Trail and look for
Traveling Tree Walk signs. There are six signs along the loop. Can you find them all?
Use the information on the signs and from the Traveling Tree Walk brochure to find
the answers. Happy Learning!
Virtual Scavenger Hunt: shorturl.at/pvyL6PDF to print a hard copy Scavenger
Hunt at home: shorturl.at/hyKY5The
Traveling Tree Walk Brochure: shorturl.at/kCJ35Answer
Key: shorturl.at/derwy
● Self-guided Walking Tour: Enjoy a self-guided tour at the Preserve on your GPSenabled mobile device! Download the mobile app, ‘PocketSights Tour Guide’ to discover
wild Florida with us. Or you can listen to just the audio version from home:
https://pocketsights.com/tours/tour/East-Lake-Discover-Wild-Florida-3355
● Create Your Own Tree Walk: Discover the value of trees in your own neighborhood
by creating your very own tree walk! This activity is for the entire family and
teaches the many way trees benefit us and our community. Create Your Tree Walk
Instructions: https://bit.ly/2WiLGFY
● All About Trees Virtual Bingo Game: How well do you know trees? Test your
knowledge in a game of tree bingo! Challenge a family member or friend to play with
you. Virtual Tree Bingo: https://bit.ly/3bivjzD
● Nature Scavenger Hunt: Enhance your regular nature walk with a nature scavenger
hunt! Look for these natural treasures on your walk. How many can you find? Great for
all ages. Nature Scavenger Hunt: https://bit.ly/2KlbWtF
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Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve - Mission
Statement: The mission of the Friends of
Brooker Creek Preserve is to provide public
support for the Preserve through fund raising,
volunteer programs, and education to ensure that
the Preserve remains a natural wilderness for
future generations.
Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve – Land Use
Position Statement: The Friends of Brooker
Creek Preserve support land uses within the
boundaries of Brooker Creek Preserve which
have a main purpose that furthers the
preservation, conservation, restoration or
protection of the land and resources of the
Brooker Creek Preserve.

Pinellas County PCR Mission statement:
The mission of the Parks and Conservation
Resources Department is to maintain and
protect the inherent value of the County’s
natural, cultural and recreational resources
through sustainable access, education, and
stewardship that enhance quality of life for
our community and future generations.

Board of Directors

Officers
Chair: Cathie Foster
Vice Chair: Robert Burkard
Secretary: Kathleen Nichter
Treasurer: Jane Myers

Directors:
Beekeeper: Robert Burkard
Business: Barbara Hoffman
Communications: Julie Wade
Craftsman: Ray Poynor
Fall Wildflower Festival: Cathie Foster
4th Grade Coordination: Chuck Parsons
Grants: Allyn Childress
Guiding Documents: Walt Hoskins
Land Use: Dr. Craig Huegel
Music in the Woods: Jane Myers
Nature Store Bookkeeper:
Kathleen Nichter
Newsletter Editor: Dr. Craig Huegel
Newsletter Publisher: Cathy Vogelsong
Night Hikes: Mark Yeager
Owl-O-Ween: Barb Hoffman
Publicity: Barbara Schultz
Return the Preserve Work Days:
Evan Earle, Jr.
Wilderness Trail: Dr. Craig Huegel
Wildflower Garden: Pam Brown
Wildlife Safari: Cathie Foster

Friends of Brooker Creek Preserve:
www.FriendsOfBrookerCreekPreserve.org
Email: fobcp@tampabay.rr.com
Voicemail: (727) 934-2680
Brooker Creek Preserve:
Phone: (727) 453-6900
Website: www.brookercreekpreserve.org
Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center is located at 3940
Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, Florida,
34688. Phone: (727) 453-6800
Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am - 4pm, Sun., 11am
- 4pm.
Friends Nature Store is located in the
Education Center. Hours: Thurs. - Sat. 9am
- 4pm, Sun., 11am - 4pm.
Preserve Hiking Trails open 7 days a
week, 7:00am to 30 minutes before sunset. Closed the day after Thanksgiving
and Dec. 25.
Horse Trails open 7 days a week, all year,
sunrise to sunset.

Further Leadership
Accountant: Bob Host
Book Club: Jon Burr & Kathleen Nichter
Gallery Curator: Lynn Whitelaw
Membership: Jeff Myers
Website Master: Cathy Ordiway

This newsletter is published every other
month. Please submit articles to Newsletter Editor Dr. Craig Huegel (727) 4226583 or email Huegelc55@aol.com

Registration Info: FEID #59-3302182 tax-exempt, non-profit corporation
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (1-800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. REGISTRATION NUMBER CH. 16077
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